Family Child Care License
Licensed family child care providers can care for up to 7 children, plus 2 additional school-age children. The family provider's own children under age 12 must be included in the total. Keep in mind:
• Either the provider can care for up to 3 children under the age of 24 months with additional children over 24 months • OR they can care for up to 4 children under the age of 24 months when not caring for additional older children.
• Two school-age children can be added to either scenario.
Group Child Care License
Licensed group child care providers can care for up to 30 children, depending on local ordinance. The group child care provider's own children under age 12 must be included in the total.
Total number of children who can attend at any given time is based on age and:
• Adult-to-child ratios • Square footage • Point levels One adult can care for children totaling 1.34 points, but ratios must be met and a group of children may not contain more than 4 children under the age of 18 months per provider. An additional qualified care provider is added for every 1.0 points. Group providers can care for children according to the above guidelines or follow the licensing guidelines for Family Child Care.
Child Care Center License
A licensed child care center can care for 19 or more children. The total number of children who can attend at any given time is based on age and:
• Adult-to-child ratios • Square footage • Point levels • Maximum group size One adult can care for children totaling 1.34 points, but ratios and maximum group size must also be met. Children receive higher quality care and attention when they are cared for in small groups and adult-to-child ratios meet recommendations or go beyond minimum licensing requirements with the addition of extra care staff.
Why should you care about ratios and group size?
Licensed Child Care Categories D id Y o u K n o w ? N or th D ak ot a ch ild ca re pr ov id er s m us t be lic en se d if th ey ca re fo r 6 or m or e ch ild re n, in cl ud in g th ei r ow n.
Revised 7/15

